
 October 2010 

 

Come Join Utah’s 1st Annual 
 

Disability Pride Parade 
with the Special Olympics Utah’s Opening Ceremonies 

 
University of Utah 

Friday, October 15, 2010 
6:00 p.m. 

Meet at the LDS Institute 
(across from the Huntsman Arena) 

 
March will start at 6:15 p.m. and end inside the Huntsman Arena 

 
Make your own signs/banners and spread the word, such as: 

“Disability Is Natural” “Get Rid of the R Word” “Disability Pride!” 
WE WANT EVERYONE TO COME:  

ALL PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES, THEIR FAMILIES,  
AND SUPPORTERS! 

 

 

Speeches and Celebration  
inside the Huntsman Arena at 7:00 p.m. in conjunction with  

Special Olympics Utah’s Fall Games! 
Attend the Dance to celebrate following the ceremonies 

around 8:00 p.m. outside at the LDS Institute! 

New Council Chair Elected 
 
During the September 7, 2010 Full Council meeting, elections 
were held for a new Council Chairperson. Congratulations to 
Trevor Spackman for being chosen for this position!  Trevor 
replaces outgoing Council member, Kelly Holt, who has 
served the Council for two consecutive terms.  Thanks also 
goes out to outgoing Council members Gabriel Vega and Allie 
Schneider who have both completed one three-year term with 
the Council.  Thank you all for your service to the Council! 
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Utah Well-Represented at SABE 2010 
Conference in Kansas City, MO 

 
The Utah DD Council  awarded scholarships to seven self advocates 
from around the state to the Self-Advocates Becoming Empowered 
(SABE) 2010 Conference in Kansas City, MO, September 23 

through 26.  Those receiving the scholarship were Kristen Hone (West Jordan), James O’Neill (Park 
City), Kelly Holt (Price), Bryon Murray (Roosevelt), Jason Law (Ogden), Myron Jones (Montezuma 
Creek) and Christopher Morrell (St. George).  Other Utah Self-Advocates attending were Eric 
Stoker, Lenny Jones and Pat Stefanoff..  A big thank you goes to group leaders Amy Notwell and Eric 
Mitchell, Support Staff, Kim Millikan and parents, Elsie Dee and Cindy Law. 
 

Bryon Murray and Kelly Holt were both chosen to be presenters at breakout sessions, and Bryon was re-
elected to be the Region 3 SABE representative.  Congratulations to both of them! 
 

SABE is the self-advocacy organization of the United States.  Founded in 1990, SABE has been work-
ing hard for the full inclusion of people with developmental disabilities in the community throughout 
the 50 states and the world for 20 years. SABE is run by a board of self-advocates representing 9 re-
gions of the country.   
 

The bi-annual SABE conference has been the largest gathering of self-advocates in the United States 
and currently brings over 1,000 self-advocates together to learn, collaborate, problem solve, and cele-
brate the self-advocacy movement. 
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A Heartfelt Thank You to Marsha Honoré-Jones 

 
Marsha has served as Council staff since 2006. As the staff member supporting 
the self-advocacy movement, Marsha was instrumental in getting People First 
integrated into the Transition Aged youth, showing the value of teaching  
self-advocacy skills at a younger age. 
 

Marsha supported the successful development of the Grassroots Advocacy  
Partnership across Utah, providing training and direction for the nine regional 
GAP leaders.  They have all benefitted and been inspired by Marsha’s  

enthusiasm for this program. 
 

Marsha's passion, skills, and dedication will be missed. However, to continue the pursuing the long 
range goals to fulfill the mission of the Council, the job duties Marsha performed will shortly be  
contracted out with the hope of building capacity and sustainability through supporting local regional 

leadership. 
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Grassroots Advocacy Partnership  
Anniversary Update 

 
The Grassroots Advocacy Partnership, or GAP as it is more commonly known, has just celebrated its 
one year anniversary.  This first year has seen many successes.  Primary among those successes, we 
have recruited and trained seven Region Organizers around the state.  Throughout the year, those seven 
Region Organizers have worked as a team in participated in statewide advocacy efforts with state policy 
makers to affect legislation and decisions that affect people with disabilities.  The Region Organizers 
have worked in their local areas to educate people about their services and help them become more in-
volved in advocacy.  They have also worked hard to become more informed about the many agencies 
and services that benefit people in their communities. 
 
As we move into our second year, we will be continuing to work with the agencies who have supported 
us, as well as working to increase our reach into other communities and agencies.  We will continue 
working closely with People First and other self-advocacy organizations to increase our strength and 
unity as a disability community.  We also look forward to the continued support of the UDDC and the 
agency that will working them to support GAP and People First through a new contract which will be 
awarded in the next few months.  This is an exciting opportunity to expand and strengthen our commu-
nity and agency partnership and broaden our reach into the disability community. 
 
Advocacy is what has always made the difference in the lives of people with disabilities.  It is what 
opens doors and changes systems, and at the most personal level, improves lives and gives each individ-
ual the opportunity to live the best life he or she is capable of living.  It is about giving people access to 
every system and service available, keeping families whole and well, creating choice and opportunity, 
and giving value to every human life. 
 
Grassroots Advocacy is where it’s happening! 
 

 

 



 
Utah DD Council North Star 

                             

 

4 

 

Nine Advocates of the Year Honored at  
Utah DD Council  

2010 Annual Awards Luncheon  
 

The Utah DD Council presented awards to nine community advocates during their 
Annual Awards Luncheon on September 7, 2010.  Congratulations to all recipients 
and many thanks for your contributions in supporting and advocating for the develop-
mentally disabled community.   

 
Self Advocate of the Year: Eric Johnson 
Eric advocates for himself with his friends, family and in the community.  He has 
served a two year service mission for his church and has volunteered many hours 
for the Utah Independent Living Center, the DSPD, the Neurobehavior HOME 
Parent/Provider Council, been a People First member and volunteered over 500 
hours in the Easter Seals SHARE program.   
 

 
Child Sibling of the Year: Jhenna Alsop 
Jhenna is a great friend to her sister, Amber, who lives at the West Jordan Care 
Center. They share feelings and Jhenna likes to be involved in activities with her 
sister and her sister’s friends.  Jhenna has a seven year old brother named Terin.  
She enjoys school and church youth activities along with many other things.  She 
loves art and music and spending time with her friends, family and her dog!   
 
 

Adult Sibling of the Year: Carol Wright 
Carol provided a lifetime of support, care and love to her sister, Margie.  Carol says 
“She was just my sister...I treated her like a sister.”  Margie lived at the West Jordan 
Care Center from 1978 until this year, when she passed away.  Carol was always 
there to support Margie, making sure she was well and had what she needed.  Carol 
always advocated for Margie’s quality of life 
 

 
Teacher of the Year: Jeff Barkdull 
Jeff has worked for the Jordan School District for over 23 years and is now at The 
Kauri Sue Hamilton School.  For the past several years he has worked with their 
most medically fragile students, caring for them tenderly and nurturing their families 
as well.  He also plays a vital role throughout the school in assisting with students 
with the most challenging behaviors.  Jeff is a strong advocate for all kids. 
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Volunteer of the Year: Doug Bull 
Doug donated many volunteer hours to the ARC of Utah before they closed their 
doors.  He was on the Board of Directors for over 7 years and served a term as Presi-
dent of the Board of Directors at The ARC.  Doug was always the first to volunteer for 
any project and was hard working and reliable.  He has worked at ATRIA Assisted 
Living Center for the past 10 years. 
 
 
Legislator of the Year: Dan Liljenquist 
Dan is a Utah State senator known for his ability to tackle tough fiscal issues and find 
legislative solutions that work.  In 2010, he spearheaded the overhaul of Utah’s de-
fined benefit pension system, moving it towards a defined contribution system.  Sen. 
Liljenquist’s innovative pension reform legislation has been recognized nationally.  
Sen. Liljenquist is currently working on restructuring Utah’s Medicaid program. 
 

 
Parent of the Year: Connie Nelson 
Connie has dedicated a large portion of her life to being an advocate for people with 
disabilities. She experienced the challenge of raising a large family that included two 
sons with disabilities. She has taken on many roles with family support and individual 
advocacy groups to educate herself, share her knowledge and experience with other 
families, promote the rights of those with disabilities, provide education to the public 
and lawmakers, and seek important funding to help meet their needs. Connie has been 
a long time advocate for people to have fun and seek the things that bring them joy. 

 
 
Employer of the Year: Dan’s Foods on Fort Union 
Dan’s Foods on Ft. Union Blvd. In Salt Lake City has a great record for hiring people 
with developmental disabilities.  Many of the people they have hired with develop-
mental disabilities are long term employees.  We applaud Dan’s Foods for including 
the developmental  disability community to be contributing members of their work-
force. 
 
 

 
Media Representative of the Year: Mary Nickles 
Mary Nickles co-anchors the news weekdays on 2NEWS This Morning and 
2NEWS at Noon.  Mary is also KUTV’s Check Your Health spokesperson and 
reports on the weekly Wednesday’s Child for the Adoption Exchange. Mary is 
very active in our community as a mentor for young people and as an advocate for 
health.   

 



 
Utah DD Council North Star 

www.utahddc.org      Fax: 801-533-3968    Toll Free: 800-333-8824 

Call us with your disability questions! 
800.333.8824  www.accessut.org 

Go to http://www.ustream.tv/accesut7  
for live and archived Access Utah Now broadcasts! 

UTAH DD COUNCIL CALENDAR FOR 2010/2011 
(Please check the UDDC website frequently for updated information www.utahddc.org ) 

 

OCTOBER 

12 Council Executive Committee Meeting  

14 Access Utah Now: TBA 

28 Access Utah Now: Maureen Henry: ADRC 

NOVEMBER 

3 Full Council Meeting - St. George  

3 Evening Public Meeting- St. George 

18 Access Utah Now: TBA 

DECEMBER 

9 Access Utah Now: TBA 

12 Council Executive Committee Meeting  

23 Access Utah Now: TBA 
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