LOUD AND CLEAR: STORIES FROM THE DISABILITY COMMUNITY

Film and Lecture Series

The Loud and Clear Film Series is a four-part series of films and community discussions about the lives of people with disabilities as told through feature films and documentaries.  The goal of` the series is to explore fresh and unique interpretations of the disability experience beyond  "movie of the week" clichés.  A great series for independent film enthusiasts and disability supporters alike.  Presented by the Disability Law Center, SLC Film Center and Comcast.

To request disability accommodations, please call Eric Mitchell at 801-363-1347. The venue is wheelchair accessible. All films are captioned.  After-film discussions will be live captioned and American Sign Language interpreted.  

September 23

INCLUDING SAMUEL

Directed by Dan Habib

Opening night reception:  5:30 p.m. 

Film screening:  7 p.m.

Before his son Samuel was diagnosed with cerebral palsy, photojournalist Dan Habib rarely thought about the inclusion of people with disabilities. Now he thinks about inclusion every day. Shot and produced over four years, Habib’s award-winning documentary film, Including Samuel, chronicles the Habib family’s efforts to include Samuel in every facet of their lives. The film honestly portrays his family’s hopes and struggles as well as the experiences of four other individuals with disabilities and their families. Including Samuel is a highly personal, passionately photographed film that captures the cultural and systemic barriers to inclusion.

Excellence Award - 2008 Superfest International Film Festival, Official Selection -2008 Sprout Film Festival Metropolitan Museum of Art, Official Selection 2008 Boston International Film Festival, Official Selection Moscow International Disability Film Festival 

October 21

BLINDSIGHT 

Directed by Lucy Walker

7 p.m.

Set against the breathtaking backdrop of the Himalayas, Blindsight follows the gripping adventure of six Tibetan teenagers who set out to climb the 23,000 foot Lhakpa Ri on the north side of Mount Everest. A dangerous journey soon becomes a seemingly impossible challenge made all the more remarkable by the fact that the teenagers are blind. Believed by many Tibetans to be possessed by demons, the children are shunned by their parents, scorned by their villages and rejected by society.  Rescued by Sabriye Tenberken - a blind educator and adventurer who established the first school for the blind in Lhasa, the students invite the famous blind mountain climber Erik Weihenmayer to visit their school after learning about his conquest of Everest. Erik arrives in Lhasa and inspires Sabriye and her students Kyila, Sonam Bhumtso, Tashi, Gyenshen, Dachung and Tenzin to let him lead them higher than they have ever been before. The resulting 3-week journey is beyond anything any of them could have predicted.

Audience Choice Award 2006 AFI Los Angeles Film Festival, Audience Award 2007 Berlin Film Festival 

November 19

BODY AND SOUL: Diana and Kathy

Directed by Alice Elliot

Body and Soul is a look at an unusual, symbiotic relationship between two people some would call profoundly disabled.  Two of the country's most remarkable advocates for people with disabilities, Diana Braun, who has Down Syndrome, and Kathy Conour, who has cerebral palsy, met three decades ago and vowed to fight to live independent lives. Told in an intimate, verite style, the film is a story of a compelling, creative friendship, as Diana and Kathy model a grand experiment in independent living.

Best of Festival Award -2008 Superfest XXVIII, Crystal Heart Award -2007 Heartland Film Festival, Best Documentary -2009 Talking Pictures Film Festival

December 16

So Much So Fast

Directed by Steven Ascher and Jeanne Jordan

7 p.m.

What would you do if you were 29 and found you may only have a few years to live? So Much So Fast is about the remarkable events set in motion when Stephen Heywood discovered he had the paralyzing neural disorder ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease).  Made over 5 years, So Much So Fast tracks one family's ferocious response to an orphan disease: the kind of disease drug companies ignore because not there's not enough profit in curing it. In reaction, and with no medical background, Stephen's brother Jamie creates a research group and in two years builds it from three people in a basement to a multi-million dollar ALS mouse facility.  Finding a drug in time becomes Jamie's all-consuming obsession. 

Audience Award -Independent Film Festival of Boston, Best of Festival -Woods Hole Film Festival

