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UTAH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES COUNCIL





Utah Developmental Disabilities Council

Tuesday, May 14, 2013

Meeting Minutes

Center for Persons with Disabilities, Room 152

Members Present: Deborah Bowman- Chair, Eric Stoker- Vice Chair, Tom Brownlee, 

Elsie Dee, Bryce Fifield, Reed Hahne, Donald Holt, Kristen Hone, Tracy Johnson, Jennifer Kuhn, Kayci Lynam, 

Paul Smith, Eder Soriano, Christine Timothy, Jane Tuttle, Don Uchida, Adina Zahradnikova
UDDC Staff:  Claire Mantonya, Frank Long, Troy Justesen, Libby Oseguera

Guests:  Bob Hahne, Judith Holt, Bertha Luna, Bryon Murray, Trisha Jones Parkin

Excused:  Sen. Pat Jones, Rep. Paul Ray, Kelie Babcock, Lisa Breitenstein, Clarissa Crisp, Dustin Erekson, 
 Jennie Gibson, Cheryl Hansen, Richard Harward, Nels Holmgren, Lenny Jones, Glen Larsen, James McFadden, 
James O’Neill, Ginny Rouse, Jeanie Pettit, Nevah Stevenson
Committee Meeting convened at 10:30 a.m.

INTRODUCTION
Bryce Fifield gave a brief introduction and we broke into committees and toured the Center for Persons with Disabilities (CPD) facilities.  Groups returned and Bryce discussed what function the CPD serves and the partnerships that CPD has with other agencies that serve people with disabilities noting that the CPD recently celebrated its 40thAnniversary. Bryce discussed some updating to the campus and possible future renovations to the Center.  He then provided examples of some assistive technology devices that have been developed at the CPD’s Assistive Technology center.  He acknowledged that Kristen Hone was an alumnus of the CPD’s preschool she attended as a child and she mentioned that she is currently taking courses through USU via distance education!  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Deborah called for a motion to approve the minutes from the April 2013 Full Council Meeting. Tom Brownlee made a motion to approve the minutes, and Eric Stoker seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.  

2013 COUNCIL MEMBER NOMINATIONS
Jane Tuttle reviewed the 2013 Council applicants with the current voting Council members.  She read the names and briefly described the applicants the nominating committee was recommending for Council approval..  She explained what representation the council needed and how the nominees filled those needs.  Jane recommended that the council approve the applicants the nominating committee has selected so that they can be sent on to the Governor for his approval.  Tom Brownlee moved to approve the applicants for recommendation to the Governor.  Kayci Lynam seconded the motion and the council passed the motion unanimously.  

BREAK for lunch
BUDGET UPDATE
Frank discussed that within the budget, adjustments were made for a few contracts that did not bill for all of their funding.  To date, the Council is spending at 50% of the budget allotment.  Frank projects that we will spend at above 50% for the rest of the year.  He and Claire had anticipated losing funding due to sequestration and predicts that there could be more cuts in funding.  If there are further funding cuts, the budget item eliminated first would be travel. After that,  contracts would be reviewed to find options for cutting costs, and the money spent on supporting activities like SABE would be considered.  Cutting funds to staffing and administration would occur only in the most extreme case and only if sequestration continues.  

REQUESTS FOR FUNDING IN 2014
Claire discussed the funding requests for 2014.  In September the 2014 budget will be officially decided, but because of the lengthy contracting process, she is seeking the Council’s preliminary approval so that contracting can be prepared to begin on October 1.  


Support for DSPD Community Action Teams
DSPD has contracted with Cary Griffin and is building Community Action Teams (CAT.)  Trisha Jones Parkin explained the function of the CATs.  The community action team would meet the person seeking a job and discuss the person’s skills and talents.  The action team would then use their resources and connections to help individuals gain sustainable employment.  This program helps to promote Utah’s initiative for Employment First.  For the pilot of this program Covenant and Rise were the provider companies selected.  The financial support from the Council will go to assisting in funding the CATs.  Motion to support $10,000 in funding to DPSD for the CAT project made by Adina Zahradnikova, a second to the motion was made by Eric Stoker.  Motion passed unanimously.        

Symposium/Webinar for employment for people with ID/DD
The Council will send out an RFP to solicit ideas for the creation of a symposium/webinar on finding employment for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. The submissions and proposals would be reviewed by a Council subcommittee, including members of the Employment and Education Committee, and the grant awarded to the best candidate.  Elsie Dee made a motion to support $15,000 toward developing an employment symposium, and Tom Brownlee seconded the motion.  The motion was passed unanimously.

Native American ABCD Project
The Native American project has formed a partnership with St. Christopher’s Mission Episcopal Church and will be planting a community garden through the ABCD project.  The garden will include raised garden beds to encourage people with physical disabilities to participate in the garden.  People in the community will have the opportunity to start a farmer’s market and volunteers intend to teach participants how to dehydrate and can vegetables.  The people in the community will have access to healthy foods.  They are seeking donations for seeds, shovels, gloves, lumber and some type of flooring that would allow people in wheelchairs or with limited mobility to easily navigate the sand and work in the garden beds.  There will be a celebration and garden event on June 16.  Project evaluation will use a results-based accountability approach where effort, effect, quality and quantity will be measured.  Deborah Bowman, Jen Kuhn and Eder Soriano want to be a part of writing the scope of work and the evaluation process for the Native American project and the Community Connector.  There was a concern about the ability to accurately measure the effect and impact that this project may make on the disability community, as it will take a very sophisticated process that we can’t necessarily fund.  Claire said that the evaluation piece would be studied, with the assistance of Mike Green.  Eder Soriano moved to support the proposal of funding the Native American project for $22,000. Tom Brownlee seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  A motion was made by Kristen Hone to continue the funding for Mike Green’s technical assistance using  ABCD principles to the Native American project for $14,000  It was seconded by Kayci Lynam and carried unanimously.     

Deborah Bowman reminded Council members that Advocacy Award nominations are due June 7, 2013 and gave the floor to Bryon Murray, SABE president.

REPORT FROM SABE PRESIDENT, BRYON MURRAY
Bryon explained that SABE is a national organization made up of 9 regions.  National SABE members travel and meet with self-advocacy groups across the country.  Bryon explained that SABE has had 20 years of success, and that he is hopeful to have 20 more, but they will need to make some changes to continue to grow.  He hopes to obtain better relationships between SABE and DD Councils around the country.  He quoted Lincoln saying that “a house divided against itself cannot stand.”  National SABE members are rewriting the bylaws and will be writing a business plan.  They are also trying to get an office established in Washington D.C. and to hire a director and a staff.  The national SABE conference will be in Salt Lake City July 11-13.  It is an open meeting and everyone is encouraged to attend.  

Deborah Bowman thanked everyone for coming.  The motion to adjourn was made by Tom Brownlee and Eric Stoked seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.   
Meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m.

Next UDDC Full Council meeting will be Tuesday, September 10, 2013 at the Utah State Capitol, 12:00 – 2:00 pm  

Minutes prepared by Libby Oseguera

**Attachments available by contacting Libby Oseguera at 801-533-3965 or loseguera@utah.gov
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