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Utah Developmental Disabilities Council 

Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, June 10, 2014 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 
Present:  Claire Mantonya 

Deborah Bowman 
 Eric Stoker 
 Frank Long 
  Kayci Lynam   

Kim Belliston   
 Libby Oseguera 

   Troy Justesen- via Telephone     
 
Absent:   Dustin Erekson 

Jennifer Kuhn - Excused 
    
Meeting convened at: 11:05 a.m.   
 
2014 ADVOCACY AWARDS  
The Committee reviewed the nominees and selected the award recipients. 
 
 Educator – Natalie Williams from Weber State University 
 Legislator – Rep. Becky Edwards 
 Adult Sibling – Kayla Hansen 
 Media – Brian Carlson 
 Parent – Susan Harms 
 Self-Advocate -  Robert Kilfoye & Angileka Shumway 
 Employer – Brandi Proctor – Smith’s 
 Child – Mandy Braga 
 
2015 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
The Council is working with the DSPD and communicating with provider organizations about the 
crisis situation surrounding the lack of qualified direct support professionals.  The goal is to seek 
legislation that will increase wages for these workers.  The next step in realizing this goal is to 
educate the Council, the Department of Human Services, the Governor’s Office and legislators about 
the need for increased wages for direct support professionals.  Several suggestions were made to 
raise support including commissioning a study.  Iowa and other states have already recognized and 
have begun to address this crisis. Motion made by Eric Stoker, seconded by Kayci Lynam, to 
recommend that the Council make the wage increase for direct support professionals and 
infrastructure as the their 2015 legislative priority.  A special full Council electronic meeting is to be 
scheduled for later this month to get approval for this legislative priority.       
The Council recently signed onto support keeping funding to support the work of the disability law 
centers in supporting psychiatric and metal health programs.  Senator Karen Mayne is advocating for 
the return of nurses in public schools.  Troy Justesen quoted a new study from the CDC recently did 
a study that reports the benefits that Senator Mayne is supporting.  The Senator will be asking for a 
one million dollar appropriation to bring nurses back into public schools in Utah.     

5-YEAR PLAN  
The Council has invited Nancy Thaler, National Association of State Directors of Developmental 
Disabilities Services, to discuss national trends and issues at the March 2015 Council meeting.  The 
information that is provided will aid in writing the next 5-year plan.  Committees will meet later this 
summer to discuss priorities that should be included in the budget for next year as well as review our 
progress on goals.      
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CLAIRE’S ANNUAL PERFORMANCE AND BUDGET REVIEW 
The Executive Committee reviewed the goals that Claire was expected to accomplish in 2014 and 
began the performance review process.  The Committee will meet in August to complete the 
performance review and establish future goals.   
 
The budget was discussed and reviewed.  Adjustments will be made to line items to reflect 
appropriate expenditures.  Several contracts will be ending in the next two years and the budget will 
reflect those changes as they happen.  
 
Next Executive Committee Meeting: 
August 12, 2014 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 
Next Full Council Annual Meeting: 
Tuesday, September 9, 2014   9:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m. followed immediately by the Annual Advocacy 
Award Luncheon 12 – 2 p.m. 
The Jones Center 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:15 pm. 
Minutes prepared by Libby Oseguera 
 
 


